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1.1.  (C)  SUMMARY:  Settlers  demonstrated  at  three  West  Bank 

locations  - Homesh  and  Sanur,  both  evacuated  in  2005  and 
Migron  outpost  - on  May  8,  the  60th  anniversary  of  Israeli 
independence.  Press  reported  10,000  demonstrators  at  Homesh, 

150  at  Sanur,  and  2,000  at  Migron.  Settlers  now  maintain  a 
24  hour  presence  (without  the  IDF)  at  Homesh,  to  which  they 
have  repeatedly  marched  over  the  last  year.  Their  arrival  at 
Sanur  was  the  first  since  2005.  At  Migron,  which  the  GOI 
recognizes  as  illegal  and  has  pledged  to  dismantle  by  August 
2008,  settlers  heckled  Yesha  Council  leaders  for  negotiating 
with  the  GOI  over  outpost  evacuations.  END  SUMMARY 

Homesh:  "Are  we  annoying  you?" 


12.  (C)  According  to  press,  some  10,000  demonstrators 
ascended  the  hilltop  at  Homesh  on  May  8,  the  60th  anniversary 
of  Israeli  independence.  Homesh  was  evacuated  during  Gaza 
disengagement  in  2005  and  has  become  a flash  point  for 
settlers  over  the  last  three  years.  The  "Homesh  First" 
organization  regularly  leads  marches  to  the  hilltop,  despite 
IDF  attempts  to  restrict  the  area  as  a closed  military  zone. 
They  had  widely  publicized  the  May  8 march.  Settlers 
typically  reach  the  hilltop  on  foot,  evading  IDF  obstacles 
along  the  nearby  roads.  PolOff  verified  March  26  that 
settlers  have  established  a 24  hour  presence  without  IDF 
supervision  and  re-established  a makeshift  yeshiva  that  had 
existed  there  until  2005  (reftel). 

13.  (C)  On  May  9,  Rabbi  Elishama,  who  led  the  Yeshiva 's 
re-establishment,  told  PolOff  that  "thousands"  had  gathered 
at  Homesh  and  that  "Homesh  belongs  to  the  people  of  Israel, 
not  to  America  and  not  to  the  Arabs."  Probing  USG  interest 
in  Homesh,  Elishama  asked  "Are  we  annoying  you... Is  America 
getting  angry  at  our  presence  there?"  He  insisted,  "We  are 
there  all  the  time." 

Retaking  Sanur 


14.  (C)  North  of  Homesh  and  south  of  Jenin,  Sanur  was  also 

evacuated  in  2005.  According  to  the  press,  late  May  8,  some 
150  settlers  marched  to  the  hilltop  at  Sanur,  and  as  of 
mid-day  May  9,  they  had  not  been  evacuated  by  the  IDF.  This 
demonstration  appears  to  have  been  planned  quietly  and 
without  coordinating  with  the  IDF. 

"Migron  will ...  remain  here  forever" 


15.  (C)  Some  two  thousand  demonstrators  participated  in  a 

May  8 Yesha  Council  rally  and  Independence  Day  celebration  at 
Migron  to  demonstrate  solidarity  with  Migron  settlers  in  the 


face  of  a GOI  commitment  to  evacuate  the  outpost  by  August 
11_2008.  Press  quoted  Yesha  leader  Dani  Dayan  saying  "Migron 
will  become  a permanent  settlement  and  remain  here  forever." 
However,  Dayan  was  heckled  by  the  settlers  for  negotiating 
with  the  GOI  on  outpost  evacuations,  including  Migron.  The 
hecklers  were  led  by  former  Qedumim  mayor  and  settler 
activist  Daniella  Weiss,  according  to  Yesha  Council  Director 
General  Pinchas  Wallerstein.  Wallerstein  told  PolOff  May  9 
that  these  demonstrators  accused  the  Yesha  Council  of  not 
being  "tough  enough"  and  of  "giving  up."  He  said,  however, 
that  this  group  was  small  and  that  important  settler  rabbis 
from  the  ideological  settlements  of  Elon  Moreh  and  Kiryat 
Arba  had  advised  Weiss  not  to  make  trouble.  Weiss,  he  said, 
"is  focused  on  opposing  any  agreement  with  the  government" 
and  her  efforts  with  the  hilltop  youth  amount  only  to 
"demonstrations,  not  real  outposts."  (Note:  Since  retiring 
last  year,  Weiss  has  focused  her  efforts  to  assist  the 
hilltop  youth  who  regularly  occupy  temporary,  symbolic 
outposts.  End  Note). 

Comment 


f.6 . (C)  The  May  8 demonstrations  confirmed  that  the  hilltop 

youth  and  their  supporters  can  mobilize  large  numbers  - as  at 
Homesh  - and  that  they  are  expanding  their  geographic  reach  - 
at  Sanur.  At  Migron,  they  directly  confronted  the  settler 
leadership  and  made  clear  to  the  GOI  that  they  will  not 
voluntarily  evacuate  Migron.  Wallerstein  downplays  the 
dissent  in  the  settler  ranks,  but  Dayan  and  the  Yesha  Council 
are  at  a critical  juncture  in  their  leadership  of  the 
movement.  The  mere  perception  that  they  are  negotiating  with 
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the  GOI  over  outposts  like  Migron  is  controversial  within  the 
settler  community.  End  comment. 


WALLES 


